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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 

Accountability in Sri Lanka  

Common Justice in the Commonwealth 

 

An international conference titled “Accountability in Sri Lanka: Common Justice in the Commonwealth” was co-

hosted by the Australian Tamil Congress and the Global Tamil Forum from October 20 to 22, 2011 in Sydney.  The 

first day of this conference was held at the Sheraton on the Park (161 Elizabeth St, Sydney) hotel and was attended by 

several eminent delegates from Australia, Sri Lanka (representing Tamil, Sinhala and Muslim communities) and other 

countries including India, South Africa and Malaysia.  Around 150 invited guests attended the day proceedings and 

more than 400 people participated in the evening public forum. Attendees included members of the Tamil community 

from the UK, Canada, USA and Malaysia  

 

Amongst many distinguished guests and speakers the following Australian Parliamentarians were also present during 
this event: 

1. Mr. Laurie Ferguson MP -Member for Werriwa and Chair, Parliamentary Human Rights Sub-committee 

2. Hon. Philip Ruddock MP- Member for Berowra and Deputy Chair,   Parlia-
mentary Human Rights Sub-committee 

3.  Ms. Michelle Rowland MP -Member for Greenway 

4.  Mr. John Murphy - Member for Reid 

5.  Senator John Madigan- Senator for Victoria 

5.  Hon. Nathan Rees -Member of State Parliament (NSW) and former Prem-
ier (NSW) 

6. Mr David Shoebride - Member of State Parliament (NSW) 

 

Also present was eminent lawyer Geoffrey Robertson QC, a counsel in many 

landmark cases in constitutional, criminal and media law in the courts of Brit-

ain and the commonwealth and the European Court of Human Rights. 
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ATC Chairman Dr Raj Rajeswaran–Welcome address Rev Dr S J  Emmanuel– President-Global Tamil Forum 
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Main Speakers at the Conference were:  

 1.  Prof. Damien Kingsbury   Director, Centre for Citizenship, Development and Human Rights, Deakin 
     University 

2.  Assoc. Prof. Jake Lynch   Director, Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies, University of Sydney 

3.  Hon. John Dowd AO QC   Australian President, International Commission of Jurists (ICJ) 

4.  Prof. Ivan Shearer AM RFD  Emeritus Professor of International Law 

5.  Mr. Bruce Haigh    Former Australian Deputy High Commissioner for Sri Lanka 

6.  Dr. Graham Thom    National Refugee Coordinator, Amnesty International Australia 

7.  Mr. Senthorun Raj    President, Amnesty International, NSW Branch 

8.  Mr. Peter Arndt    Executive Officer, Catholic Justice and Peace Commission of  

     Brisbane 

9.  Rev. John Barr    Assoc. Director, Church solidarity (Asia), Uniting Church of Australia 

10. Ms. Meena Krishnamoorthy  The eye witness from the 'no fire zone' who appeared on the recent 
     ABC  7.30 Report Programme  

11.  Mr. Sisa Njikelana    Member of Parliament (African National Congress), Republic of South 
     Africa 

12.  Prof. V. Suriyanarayanan   Senior Research Fellow, The Centre for Asia Studies, Chennai, India 

13.  Dr. Lionel Bopage    Former General Secretary, Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) (from the 
     Sinhala community) 

14.  Prof. Aluwihara   Emeritus Professor of Surgery and former Vice Chancellor, University 
     of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka (from the Sinhala community) 

15.  Mr. E. Saravanabawan   Member of Parliament, Tamil National Alliance, Sri Lanka (from the 
     Tamil Community) 

16.  Mr. Bawa Abdul Kader  Former General Secretary of Teacher's Union and Up-country Mass 
     Movement,  Sri Lanka (from the Muslim community) 

17.  Mr. Dato Johari Abdul   Member of Parliament, Malaysia (from the Muslim community) 

18.  Senator S. Ramakrisnan   Member of Parliament, Malaysia 

19.  Mr. M. Manogaran   Member of Parliament, Malaysia 

20. Mr. Arumugam    Chairman, Malaysian Human Rights Movement, SUARAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hon. John Dowd AO QC – Australian President, International 

Commission of Jurists (ICJ) 

Assoc. Prof. Jake Lynch -Director, Centre for 

Peace and Conflict Studies, University of 

Sydney 
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Prof. Ivan Shearer AM RFD – Emeritus Professor of 

International Law 
Mr. Sisa Njikelana - Member of Parliament (African 

National Congress), Republic of South Africa 

Ms. Meena Krishnamoorthy - The eye witness from the 'no fire 

zone' who appeared on the recent ABC 7.30 Report Programme  
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Speakers and distinguished guests at the morning session. 
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A Conference output document was agreed upon in principle by all main speakers and the contents are presented 
below.  

 
The Conference recognises:  
 
1. The tortured post-independence history of Sri Lanka with discriminatory policies and practices towards minori-
ties and major inter and intra ethnic violence leading to highly weakened institutions, governance, rule-of-law and 
impunity;  
 
2. The decades long armed conflict between the Government of Sri Lanka and the Tamil militants reaching its 
conclusion in May 2009 with estimated deaths of tens of thousands of Tamil civilians in a span of few months and 
the general loss of life from all communities;  
 
3. The failure of the international institutions including the United Nations Security Council, the Commonwealth 
and the international governments in preventing this human catastrophe;  
 
4. Continued insecurity experienced by Tamil and Muslim communities regarding ongoing human rights abuses, 
including disappearances, rape and torture and their marginalisation and loss of identity in their majority areas;  
 
5. The need for communities through civil society engagement to understand and appreciate each other‟s griev-
ances and fears; 
 
6. The inability and the weaknesses of the institutions in Sri Lanka to deal with massive human rights violations 
occurred and to take measures to address accountability and genuine reconciliation;  
 
7. The paramount need for genuine reconciliation between the communities;  
 
8. The need to establish accountability and justice through an independent and international mechanism for a sus-
tainable reconciliation to be achieved between communities;  
 
9. India must revisit its approach and strategy towards Sri Lanka;  
 
10. A sustainable reconciliation is only possible if there is a genuine political resolution that recognises appropriate 
political representation and substantive democratic rights;  
 
11. The need to address displaced people of all communities effectively and with urgency;  
 
12. The need to settle displaced people in their original place of land;  
 
13. The urgent need to stop government sponsored colonisation and „land grabbing‟ in the North-East of Sri 
Lanka;  
 
14. The need to end the military occupation of the North-East Sri Lanka; and  
 
15. The need to acknowledge Intra and inter community mistakes of the past by all communities.  

M
o

rn
in

g
 T

e
a

 b
e

in
g

 se
rve

d
 



Page 10 Murasu Volume 3,  I ssue 10 

 
The Conference calls upon the international governments and the relevant institutions including the 
CHOGM to:  
 
1. Evolve necessary framework and institutional arrangements to pre-
vent recurrence of such events in any part of the world;  
 
2. Effectively address the alleged war crimes and crimes against human-
ity committed by all parties during the war in Sri Lanka as a deterrent 
for such events ever happening again;  
 
3. Take all necessary steps to implement the UN Panel recommenda-
tions in its entirety;  
 
4. Implement measures that will encourage the Government of Sri 
Lanka to cooperate in addressing these issues and until such time deny-
ing Sri Lanka the privileges bestowed on respectable members of the 
international community including hosting of events such as CHOGM 
2013 and 2018 commonwealth games; and  
 
5. Pro-active facilitation of processes that will allow for accountability, repa-
ration, resettlement, negotiated political solution, and true reconciliation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As categorically agreed by the eminent attendees of this conference, Sri Lanka hosting CHOGM 2013 is com-

pletely unacceptable under the present conditions, and this call has also been recently backed by Former Prime 

Minister Hon. Malcolm Fraser and the Canadian Prime Minister threatened to boycott CHOGM 2013 if Sri Lanka 

did not address the humanitarian issues adequately.   

 

The excellent media coverage received recently on crimes against humanity committed and continuing to be com-

mitted in Sri Lanka attests to the great success achieved by the conference. This is just the start. We must not al-

low this tremendous moment to evaporate and continuously pressure the media, politicians and international insti-

tutions that value human rights to bring the guilty to account, stop the colonisation of the North-East of Sri 

Lanka and retain the Tamil Speaking identity in Sri Lanka with equal rights, the right to remain in their homeland, 

peace with protection and the unequivocal right of self-determination for all the people. 

 

Hon Nathan Rees with Dr Raagavan 
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